
 

THE STORY OF V

V., an asylum seeker from Africa, was
held in Dublin’s women’s prison after
arriving without valid travel documents. 
She only spoke French and was
illiterate. She met with a state lawyer
just minutes before her court
appearance, and her asylum request
was not recorded. 
Without a written detention order and
unaware of her rights, she was
detained. She couldn't access legal
assistance because, among others, her
phone was confiscated. She applied for
asylum from prison with JRS’s help.
While detained, her eligibility interview
was conducted online, without any
prior legal consultation.
After JRS’s intervention, she was
connected to a legal advocacy group
and released. She later applied for
asylum, which was rejected, and is now
awaiting the result of her appeal. 

ISSUE N°9

IRELAND

JRS visits people in immigration detention across Europe. We witness
detention’s negative impact on detainees and the effects of flawed
migration systems. By exposing some of it, we hope to gain support in
our call to end immigration detention. Stories are real. Names and other
details were adapted for people’s protection.  

Under current national
legislation, Ireland uses prisons
and Garda stations in lieu of
dedicated facilities for
immigration detention, where
there is still little effective
access to legal aid.

Free solicitors are assigned from
the national registry, but they
frequently lack experience with
asylum law. As a result, detainees
often rely on prison staff or word-
of-mouth to find private solicitors,
who are difficult to obtain
because communication is
limited to one six-minute call
per day per detainee.

Access is further hampered by
delays with the Legal Aid Board,
which provides free consultation
and representation and is in high
demand.

JRS Ireland has encountered
people who were not provided
with explanations of their
circumstances or detention
orders. These documents must
be requested from authorities by
solicitors.

BARRIERS TO LEGAL AID 
JRS Ireland calls on the
government to stop using
administrative detention, as it is
inherently harmful to human
dignity and physical and mental
health.
Detainees must be given a clear
explanation of their right to legal
aid by the authorities, both
verbally and in writing, in a
language they understand.

Anyone in custody who applies
for international protection,
where appropriate, must be
released immediately. 
JRS Ireland urges the National
Legal Aid scheme to hire more
qualified immigration lawyers.
There must be no restrictions on
visits and a guarantee of access to
solicitors.  To get legal aid,
detainees should be allowed to
use their phones and the
internet. 

Lastly, international protection
interviews must be conducted
outside of detention centers. 
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